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divert the hatred and estrangement of minds to
which Such obligations might Give rise, and to
remove the odium thereof from themselves to the
missionaries —display a certain cleverness, of which
we would never have had the slightest suspicion had
not some persons who are well aware of it informed
us thereof. What they do on Such occasions is to
affect to come to see us more frequently than usual;
to speak to us; to converse with us, and submit to
us What they should do, As if they needed our
advice on the Subject; and afterward —through
Those appearances of visits, conversations, and
Consultations,—they make the traders believe that It
is owing to our remonstrances and solicitations that
they are Compelled to act in that manner, although
they would prefer not to do so. Is not this Strange
conduct for Commandants toward persons of our
Character, whom they should sustain in their duty
and support with their authority?

It is also important that you should be informed of
an abuse that the Commandants have introduced
with respect to the savages, which has produced
among them only bad results. It is this, that—not
Content with the Constant profit which they derive
from the trade — They have found means to convince
the Court that it is necessary to supply them with
considerable funds for the purpose of making presents
to the savages—either to interest them in our
concerns, our designs, and our undertakings, or to
reward them when they render services that may be
deemed worthy of recompense. This is truly a fine
pretext, which has something very plausible in
appearance; but it is Certain that never was anything
less needed with regard to the savages than to have



